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home. She was ‘‘an anti-establishment 
figure with a reputation for her fear-
less criticism of undemocratic ele-
ments within the parties in power.’’ 
The circumstances of her death were 
‘‘strikingly similar’’ to the murders of 
three additional Indian activists. 

Just weeks ago, another of India’s 
most prominent political journalists, 
Professor Kancha Ilaiah, known for 
critiquing India’s caste social order, 
was threatened by a Hindu member of 
India’s parliament. This member of 
parliament, who is an ally of the cur-
rent BJP government, issued a state-
ment that Kancha should be ‘‘publicly 
hanged.’’ Kancha subsequently received 
numerous death threats. 

These threats had a significant ef-
fect. A mob tried to attack Professor 
Ilaiah with stones as he and a coworker 
were driving to a meeting. Kancha is 
now under self-imposed house arrest 
because he is simply not safe other-
wise. 

Was Professor Ilaiah’s crime signifi-
cant? 

Kancha was called a modern-day Dr. 
Ambedkar, who is known as the ‘‘Fa-
ther of the Indian Constitution,’’ and 
Professor Ilaiah’s crime was he was the 
author of ‘‘Why I am Not a Hindu.’’ 

A recent translation of his 2009 book 
‘‘Post-Hindu India’’ is what seems to 
have sparked the threats against him. 
This book described the polarized con-
text of modern-day India specifically 
dealing with the productivity of the 
Dalits and the ‘‘low’’ castes and the 
seeming spiritual and monetary mo-
nopoly of the ‘‘higher’’ castes. These 
critiques became even more relevant in 
India’s growing agrarian crisis, the re-
sulting farmer suicides due to hopeless-
ness, and the massive joblessness due 
to demonetization and economic slow-
down. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand on the floor of 
the United States House of Representa-
tives to state unequivocally that the 
United States and the entire global 
community is, and should be, deeply 
concerned about this threat to the life 
of Professor Kancha Ilaiah, one of the 
world’s well-known intellectuals. 

Our trusted ally and friend, India, is 
better than this, Mr. Speaker. Pro-
fessor Kancha Ilaiah’s right and free-
dom to speak should not be infringed; 
and his protection, and that of those 
like him, should be of the utmost pri-
ority to the Indian Government. I am 
able to express freely this viewpoint 
because we have freedom of speech in 
the United States of America, Mr. 
Speaker. May we remember at what 
cost and for what purpose we were 
given this priceless freedom. 
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BREAST CANCER AWARENESS 
MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ) for 5 
minutes. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize 

Breast Cancer Awareness Month for 
millions of us in the breast cancer com-
munity. 

The statistics are sobering: one in 
eight women will get breast cancer in 
her lifetime. 

Earlier this year, I received a note 
from a former staffer. I had watched 
this young woman blossom from a 
young and eager intern to ultimately 
serving as my executive assistant and 
scheduler before she departed the Hill 
for graduate school, marriage, and a fu-
ture full of promise. In the note, she 
wrote: 

‘‘My wedding was about 2 months 
ago. It was the most magical night of 
my life. It was so incredible to be sur-
rounded by so many friends and loved 
ones and good will. I can’t imagine ever 
being happier than I was that night.’’ 

She went on to say: 
‘‘Unfortunately, things have gotten a 

little more complicated since then. 
While I was on my honeymoon, I no-
ticed a small lump in my right breast. 
Since I had the benefit of working for 
you, I know that, while rare, it is pos-
sible that young women can get breast 
cancer, and I should take it seriously. 
I think you can probably guess where 
this is going . . . ’’ 

She continued: 
‘‘We have no idea how this happened 

to me. I guess some people get struck 
by lightning, some people are deathly 
allergic to peanuts, and some people 
get breast cancer at 29 with no family 
history. 

‘‘Luckily, it was caught early and 
the doctors have every confidence that 
it is fully curable and I will live a long 
and happy life.’’ 

She ended the note by thanking me 
for advocating for breast cancer aware-
ness, specifically for younger women. 

She said: 
‘‘DWS,’’ as I am often referred to by 

staff, ‘‘keep fighting the good fight. It 
is saving the lives of people like me.’’ 

Today, she is fighting the good fight, 
and I know she will win. 

Unfortunately, just like my former 
staffer, I know all too well that it can 
strike even when you are young. In 
2007, when I was only 41 years old, I 
learned I had breast cancer. 

Like many others before me, when I 
was diagnosed, and later identified as a 
BRCA2 gene mutation carrier, I wor-
ried about many things: Would I be 
there to see my children grow up? 
Would I be able to beat this disease? 
Wasn’t I too young to have breast can-
cer? 

Fortunately, with the passage of the 
ACA—the Affordable Care Act—insur-
ance coverage cannot be taken away 
from people like me and like my 
former staffer. Access to affordable, 
quality healthcare is now a right, not a 
privilege. 

As Members of Congress, we have a 
duty to protect this right. Instead of 
calling for senseless votes to repeal 
this legislation, I call on my Repub-
lican colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

by supporting those of us who are liv-
ing healthier, stronger lives every day 
because of the Affordable Care Act. 

The statistics for breast cancer re-
main alarming. The American Cancer 
Society estimates that 40,610 women 
will die from breast cancer in 2017 
alone, making it the second most com-
mon type of cancer death in women. 

Between the ages of 60 and 84, breast 
cancer incidence rates are markedly 
higher in White women than Black 
women. However, Black women have a 
higher incidence rate before age 45, and 
are more likely to die from breast can-
cer at every age. This is wholly unac-
ceptable. 

We must take action to provide 
women with the preventative services 
and screenings available while edu-
cating them on their risks and treat-
ment options. 

That is why, in 2009, I introduced the 
EARLY Act, a bipartisan bill that be-
came law as part of the Affordable Care 
Act, to focus on equipping young 
women with the tools they need to 
make informed decisions regarding 
their breast health. 

I am proud that the EARLY Act was 
reauthorized in 2014, and even more 
proud that it has, and is, helping young 
women like my former staffer. 

This Congress, I also introduced the 
PALS Act with my good friend from 
Indiana, Congresswoman SUSAN 
BROOKS. 

This bill would extend the morato-
rium on the United States Preventive 
Services Task Force mammography 
screening guidelines to ensure women 
have access to lifesaving mammograms 
beginning at age 40. 

It would also ensure women who have 
served our country—our women vet-
erans—don’t have to face these same 
obstacles in getting the care they and 
their healthcare providers deem nec-
essary. 

Because many insurance companies 
use the USPSTF guidelines as the basis 
for coverage, 22 million women be-
tween ages 40 and 49 could be at risk of 
losing coverage for this lifesaving 
screening. 

The bottom line is the vast majority 
of experts recommend beginning 
screening mammograms at age 40. 
Women need to be able to follow this 
guidance until scientific consensus can 
be reached. 

As someone who was diagnosed at 
just age 41, I can tell you that women 
need guaranteed access to these tests 
beginning at age 40. 

We must also ensure the National In-
stitutes of Health has the funding it 
needs to continue their progress. 

I will continue to use my voice and 
my vote as an appropriator to ensure 
that critical funding is provided 
through the annual appropriations bill 
for breast cancer research, services, 
and support. 

My story and my former staffer’s 
story isn’t unique. That is why we 
must do more to support our mothers, 
sisters, daughters, and friends who are 
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battling or who have survived this 
deadly disease. And we must do every-
thing we can to eradicate breast cancer 
once and for all. 

I look forward to continuing to work 
together with all of you—my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle—and 
with the advocacy community to help 
women know their risk, discover can-
cer early, and access the best treat-
ment possible. 

f 

HONORING THE MEN AND WOMEN 
OF EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. KNIGHT) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KNIGHT. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, I, along with my good friend, 
MARCY KAPTUR, reestablished the 
NASA Caucus. 

Last week, I spoke about the 50th an-
niversary of my father’s absolute air-
speed record flight that happened on 
October 3, 1967. Two weeks ago was the 
70th anniversary of the Air Force. On 
Saturday, we welcome the anniversary 
of supersonic flight. 

For years, there was a thought that 
there was a barrier present to stop air-
craft or inhibit flight controls. Many 
believed attempting to pass through 
this barrier would be fatal. 

Well, on October 14, 1947, Captain 
Charles E. ‘‘Chuck’’ Yeager was 
dropped from a B–29 at about 45,000 feet 
and quickly accelerated through that 
invisible barrier we know as the speed 
of sound. 

The first man to achieve Mach 1, we 
know that as something simple today, 
but for the last 70 years, it was because 
of one man that we get to do this. 

General Yeager retired in 1975 as a 
brigadier general, after 34 years of fly-
ing, for the Army Air Corps and for the 
United States Air Force. What he 
achieved that day was something that 
many men didn’t think would happen. 

There were about two or three pilots 
at Muroc or the Army air field out at 
southern California that were trying to 
do it, but absolutely there was only 
one that did it. Captain Yeager, flying 
the Bell X–1, that he renamed Glam-
orous Glennis after his wife, was the 
man who achieved that. 

I am proud to represent the men and 
women of Edwards Air Force Base with 
my good friend, Leader KEVIN MCCAR-
THY. And I understand what they do on 
a daily basis from the F–35, to the F–22, 
to all of the aircraft that happen out 
there at Edwards, to all of the flying 
expertise that they have on a daily 
basis. I am very proud of them. I am 
proud of what Edwards Air Force Base 
means to the country, and I am proud 
of what they mean to the history of 
this Nation. But I am most proud of 
the men and women because on a daily 
basis they create history. For that, I 
am most proud. 

HONORING U.S. ARMY SERGEANT 
LA DAVID T. JOHNSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. WILSON) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in remembrance of U.S. 
Army Sergeant La David T. Johnson, 
who was killed in Niger, West Africa, 
during an ambush carried out by Boko 
Haram and other extremists linked to 
ISIS. 

This tragic loss of a life, still so 
young and so full of promise and poten-
tial, is one of the saddest ironies that 
I could ever imagine. Sergeant Johnson 
was just 25 years old, the father of two 
children, and a beloved member of the 
Miami Gardens community in which I 
reside. 

He and his two younger brothers, 
Keon and Richard, are proud members 
of the 5,000 Role Models of Excellence 
Project, an in-school dropout preven-
tion program that I created soon after 
Sergeant Johnson was born, to ensure 
that he and other boys and young 
women of color have unfettered access 
to roads to success. Five thousand Role 
Models members all over the world are 
mourning his death. 

Sergeant Johnson is married to 
Myeshia Johnson and has two children, 
and Myeshia is expecting their third 
child. 

I sprung into action after Boko 
Haram kidnapped 276 schoolgirls in 
their boarding school in Nigeria. I trav-
eled to Nigeria four times in my quest, 
and I have initiated the ‘‘Bring Back 
Our Girls Wear Red Wednesdays’’ in 
the Congress of the United States. I ap-
preciate the support, especially from 
our leader, NANCY PELOSI. 

I traveled there in August and met 
over 100 girls who were once hostages 
of Boko Haram. I wanted them to know 
that this Congress loves them and we 
will never, ever forget them. 

Boko Haram actually means ‘‘West-
ern education is a sin.’’ They believe 
girls should be denied the privilege of 
an education, and they have killed 
more people than ISIS. In fact, they 
have joined forces with ISIS in the re-
gion and have killed over 20,000 Afri-
cans, sexually abused women and girls, 
and sends them on suicide missions 
using babies as decoys. 

More than 1 million people have been 
displaced from their homes and are 
starving to death. What a tragedy. It 
would be an even greater tragedy to 
allow the deaths of Sergeant Johnson 
and his comrades—Staff Sergeant 
Bryan C. Black, 35, from Washington; 
Staff Sergeant Jeremiah W. Johnson, 
39, from Ohio; and Staff Sergeant 
Dustin M. Wright, 29, from Georgia—be 
in vain. 

Nearly a year ago, this Chamber 
voted unanimously for legislation that 
Republican Senator SUSAN COLLINS 
from Maine and I introduced that di-
rects the Secretary of State and the 
Secretary of Defense and the Director 
of National Intelligence to jointly de-
velop a 5-year strategy to end Boko 

Haram’s reign of terror. The law also 
calls for a plan to assist the Nigerian 
Government, the Multinational Joint 
Task Force, and international partners 
in their efforts to counter this regional 
threat. 
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Our soldiers were not there to fight 
but to provide training and assistance 
to the Nigerian Army forces and the 
multinational joint task force created 
to combat Boko Haram. 

Yes, my heart breaks for this monu-
mental loss, but it is also bursting with 
pride for all that he achieved and 
would have accomplished. During the 
few years in which he bravely served 
our Nation, he received several awards 
and accolades, including the Army 
Achievement Medal, the Army Service 
Ribbon, and, ironically, the Global War 
on Terrorism Medal. 

Boko Haram is a threat to the many 
nations across the globe that, like the 
United States, have committed mone-
tary and human resources to help de-
feat this terrorist group, and we must 
never ever forget that this heinous or-
ganization’s daily list of casualties 
could include one or more of our own, 
like Sergeant Johnson, Staff Sergeant 
Black, Staff Sergeant Jeremiah John-
son, and Staff Sergeant Wright. 

May they rest in peace. 
f 

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS 
MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, as an 
OB/GYN and now a U.S. Congressman, I 
want to continue to highlight October 
as Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 

One out of eight women will develop 
breast cancer. Let me say that again, 
Mr. Speaker. One out of eight women 
will develop breast cancer. 

If you are a woman over the age of 35, 
you should ask your physician if you 
need a mammogram; and certainly if 
you are over the age of 50, every 
woman needs a mammogram every 
year. 

A mammogram is quick, it is easy, 
and the great thing about mammo-
grams is how easy it can be to catch 
breast cancer at its very early stages 
and give us a great chance to treat the 
problem. 

Over my career as a physician, we 
have helped hundreds of women who 
have successfully fought this dreaded 
disease. There are great treatments out 
there and ways we can save lives, so I 
encourage every woman over the age of 
35 to talk to their physician about a 
mammogram. It is one thing to be 
aware of breast cancer, but it is an-
other thing to do something about it. 

NATIONAL WOMEN’S SMALL BUSINESS MONTH 
Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to join the National Women’s 
Business Council in recognizing Octo-
ber as National Women’s Small Busi-
ness Month. 
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